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worker is inclined to refuse the r~ged man admission. But Edith
_._.<-~------+-------~~

David HolIri after his release from prison. resolves that

he will turn over a new leaf and lead a new life. Joyhlly he returns

to his- home, expecting to see his wife ana hIs two children. He

finds that they have moved aw~; and the desertion embitters him.

ioward the end of the year, Holm stops at the door of

a rescue mission in the slums, Just opened by Edith 1arsson and

~o Xdith he tells the

ith's co-another woman. ~hey answer his ring timidly, and

is ~sistent, and shelter is provid d him.

J

story of his wife's disappearance.

fh ~xt morning he discovers that his ooat has been

mended by Edith, but sU~lenly he rips out the neat patches.

Still, ~ ith's labors for the wretched man's welfare c

continu. She finds rs. HOlm, and eff ate a reunion between

her and aVid.

uarrelsoD, bitter as ever, David makes a di mal,
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her mercilessly.

DaTid goes back to his vagrant life. ahortly before

the stroke of midnight of Hew Year's eve he i8 seated along a

street curb with two other derelicts, drinking. David tells them
..

a story, narrated to him by a fr1 n of him, and old man named

Geller.

Short13 before midnight on a Uew Year's eve-- 80 the

story goes--when David and two, others of his kind were p1a.ving

cards, a disagreemen~ arose. A lust.v brawl w oh might have

had serious consequenoes took place. had not Geller, who was

,

I

resting in a corner, intervened. Geller plead d with them not

..

-

to provo~e a quarrel on Uew Year's eve. He told them ~raphically

of a legend that the oart of death, driven by Death with hie

reaper in hand, visited persons on land and sea, gathering in

their souls. And whosoever died on New Year's eve must drive the

oart of eath for the year to come •

..As avid fin shes the story with the remark that eller.. ..;.....;;;;!~:..,;;;,;;;~----i-----l

himself died on a New Year's eve. a man approache him .and

informs him that ~ ith lJarsson, the young girl who had tried to

save him. is dying and wants David and Mrs. Ho1m to come to her.

He refuses, and the messenger leaves. His two frien a·reproach

him for,not aaswering Edith's summons, and in the fight that follows,

David is knocked unoonsious.

In a delirium he again sees the gra.v death oart , this time
...

drivea. by hi pal Geller, with the cloak of ~eath over him. Geller

approaohes him and bids him go with him. he obstinate ,uaT14

refuses to obey, but D ath knows no law 0 its own, and David

is thro n into the oart, While his spirit rests next to Gell r.

Together they visit dith' Bedside. ~he dying girl oaresses hi

head, and implores him to return to, his wife and r for.m. fhia



!BlI STIOD 0 KIDllIGHT

time h r words have an effeot OD him and be burets into tears.

Be next visits his poverty-striken home. His two ohi1dren are

in their ·bed.asleep. His wife. worn out ~th the battle for mere

existence. pours a whitempowder into the tea. planning to end

the wife of all three. Although his spirit is in the same room. David

knows no words and oan say no prayers to prevent her act.

Jus·t at this time David awakes from his stupor. Be

looks about him in amazement. and with the spell still upon him.

he runs to his home: Here he find his wife about to pour the

poisoned tea for herself and her fami13. He restrains her .

and humbly tells her that he has already reformed.

And when the next Hew Year'~ eve comes around. ~avid and

his wife and children are happy and oon,ented. His regeneration

1s now fUl~ and oomplete.
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